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RNJ readers may recall Steve Fischer's review (4[4],
Winter 19901l, pp. 56-58) of a German television
documentary about Easter Island in a series called Terra-X.
American viewers were presented with a half-hour version
some months ago, with a commentary by Hal Douglas. In
Britain, however, we have had something a little different.
The Terra-X series is currently showing on the Discovery
channel of our satellite TV, and we too were presented with
the half-hour version--one which, therefore, omits the
Rongorongo and HeyerdaW sequences mentioned by Steve's
review, but which still contains many of the errors he
highlighted. However, the British version has a voice-over by
none other than Annie Nightingale, an aging disc-jockey
from BBC pop radio: for American readers, this can be
equated with having Casey Kasem doing the job l Annie may
be an experienced DJ, but, sadly, nobody checked her
competence at reading a script about Polynesian archaeology.
As a result, the show is filled with her labored
pronunciations of many unfamiliar names and terms, and
particularly her references to the statues which she thinks are
called "Mowawis" (to rhyme with Malawi). The one
consolation is that, unlike in Germany where millions
watched, hardly anyone in Britain will have caught this
sloppy documentary in its tea time slot on an obscure
minority channel.
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